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blessed life. "We speak of God, therefore, as a living
being, perfect and eternal: for to him is ascribed a
life which is continuous and eternal: or, we might
rather say, He is life eternal."l

In this conception of God as an eternal activity
complete in itself, He is put in direct antithesis to the
finite world, which is essentially a world of time and
change, of birth and death. For in that world every
substance that exists is developed out of a matter,
which has the potentiality of it, by the agency of a
previously existing substance, as the efficient cause of
its development; and, again, every substance finds
the end of its own existence in becoming the efficienf
cause of another substance of the same species. -Thus
in the process of the universe the same form is repro-
duced again and again in a succession of individuals,
which are connected with each other as causes and
effects; and the whole creation moves through a series
of changes that continually repeat themselves. We
have to observe further that, according to Aristotle,
this cycle of changes goes on, not only in the succession
of the generations of living things which continually
have the same form reproduced in them, but also in
the whole movement of the universe up to the circular
motions of the heavens. The ebb and flow of human
existence, the rise and fall of nations and civilisations,
is but one of the phases of the great secular process of
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